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Community Solar: DOE Definition

2Source: U.S. Department of Energy



Where is Community Solar Available

3Source: U.S. Department of Energy
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Community Solar in Minnesota

5

• Project Size < 5 MW (up from 1 
MW)

• Annual Capacity Caps

• > 30% of project capacity must 
go to  Qualified Low-Income 
participants

• >55% Low- moderate-income 
subscribers, public interest 
subscribers, or affordable 
housing providers* 

• Average Subscriber Savings of 5-
10%

• No subscriber > 40% of project
*Current program 82% Commercial 
Participants



Impacts of 2023 Changes to Minnesota Community 
Solar Program
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Community Solar in New York
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• Project Size < 5 MW

• Project must have> 10 Subscribers; 

• < 25 kW per subscriber; < 40% of overall 
project; 60% of overall subscribers mass 
market, small subscribers

• Generous Compensation 

• Based upon NY State established 
Value of Distributed Energy Tariff

• Falls as capacity allocation is filled up

• Flexible Ownership Project may be owned 
by cooperative

• > 40% Allocation to Low-Medium Income 
Customers

• Large % of population rents their dwelling

• Average Subscriber Savings of 5-10%



Community Solar in Illinois
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• Most recent annual capacity allocation 250 MW 
across multiple customer sectors

• Capacity allocated uniquely (price, amount) 
based upon IOU service territory characteristics

• Project Size < 5 MW

• Flexible Ownership (inc. developers, coops, 
CBO’s)

• 20% Developer Cap in Aggregate Program

• 40% cap per project for individual subscribers; > 
50% subscribed capacity per project from 
residential and small commercial

• 25% of budgets for Environmental Justice 
Communities

• 20% Developer Cap in Aggregate Program

• Developer applications must include Workforce 
Development Programs

• Utilities must purchase unsubscribed electricity 
at avoided cost



• Project Size .25 kW to 3 MW

• Capacity Allocations by Tier

• Qualified Low-Income participants receive 
financial discounts (>10% participation by 
project from LI)

• Residents, businesses, non-profits, 
government customers eligible

• General Targeted Rate Reductions of 5%

• Developer to Utility PPA 20 year term

• No subscriber > 40% of project

• Developer bears primary responsibility for 
subscription
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Oregon



Oregon
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High Level Key State Comparison

11



12



Catalysts and Inhibitors to Community Solar

Catalysts
• Consistency

• Material Economic Gain for 
Stakeholders

• Material Capacity Allotments for 
eligible geographic areas

• Strong and Broad Community 
Engagement and Support

• Low Administrative Costs and Hurdles

• Concentration of multi-tenant 
dwellings and businesses

• Flexible Project Ownership Terms 
(Host, Third Party, Utility)

Inhibitors
• Uncertainty

• Dispersed Subscriber Base & High 
Subscriber Acquisition Costs

• Low Electricity Costs

• High Up-Front Hard Costs, 
Administrative Costs, Opportunity 
Costs, and Time Costs

• Lack of Transparency and Visibility to 
Projects

• Rigid or cumbersome contracts
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Thank You!
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Contact: James Dodenhoff

James.Dodenhoff@silentrunnning.biz

www.silentrunning.biz

M 310-936-9456

Sustainable

Economic

Reliable
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